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elect deprives their judgment of all serenity, and
also robs them of all impartiality.

II. Can we condemn sorrow in its entirety?
Must it be banished from human existence? The
counter-proof is offered. There is a class of human
beings who are immune from sorrow. These are
idiots, fools, and a certain category of lunatics.
They feel many pleasures and remain insensible
to sorrow. A fixed smile on their lips bears wit-
ness to the condition of their minds. They are
sheltered from suffering. Are they happy? Or
rather, who is the man of sound intelligence who
would wish to accept their happiness?

Here is another counter-proof.

Science has placed within our reach the means
of enjoying the kind of happiness so dear to
pessimists. Suggestion affords a vaccine against
physical or mental sorrow. Certain states of
hypnosis permit us to be sensible only of bliss.
Moral and physical stings no longer exert an in-
fluence. Our impressionability to agreeable sen-
sations remaining intact, we banish from our life
positive sorrows. Are we any happier in conse-
quence? Those who desire to make us believe
so lack sincerity; for, if they are really convinced
of the benefits which the absence of sorrow would
procure, they need only secure their safety through